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Coherence-Based Genealogical Method (CBGM)

• Aim: Reconstruction of the initial text, the text from which 
the manuscript tradition started

• Method: Trace coherent structures in the textual tradition 
and draw conclusions about the genealogy of variants and 
the witnesses containing them

• Pre-genealogical Coherence: Evaluation of agreements and 
differences of compared texts

• Genealogical Coherence: Evaluation of priority and 
posteriority of variants contained in compared texts
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Pre-Genealogical Coherence: Cluster 429



Pre-Genealogical Coherence: Acts 11:8/12-18c
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Local stemmata show the genealogical 
relationships between variants.

A hypothesis about genealogical relationships 
between the states of a text as preserved in the 
manuscripts has to rest upon the genealogical 
relationships between the variants they exhibit. 
Therefore a systematic assessment of the genealogy 
of these variants (displayed as local stemmata) is a 
necessary requirement for examining the genealogy 
of texual witnesses. 
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Optimal Substemma of 35



The CBGM Workflow

1) Transcribe the states of text preserved in the manuscripts. 

2) Produce an apparatus of variants, purge the CBGM input 
from orthographical idiosyncrasies and scribal errors. 

3) Tabulate Pre-Genealogical Coherence
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5) Tabulate Genealogical Coherence

6) Review the local stemmata

7) Feed revised textual assessments into the genealogical 
coherence tables

8) Repeat steps 6 and 7 as often as appropriate

9) Define an optimal substemma for each witness

10) Integrate the substemmata into a global stemma








