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Tasks of an Edition 
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 And why take ye thought for raiment? Consider the 

lilies of the field, how they grow; they toil not, neither 

do they spin. 
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Codex Sinaiticus 
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NT Virtual Manuscript Room 
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Codex Sinaiticus Website 
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Transcription 
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The Source: Skeat 1938 
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Digital images = verifiability? 

 Image quality 

• Greyscale vs. colour 

• Low vs. high resolution 

 Image “enhancement” methods 

• UV imaging 

• Multispectral imaging 

• Image editing 

 Online representation vs. print representation 
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Web addresses 

 Georgian mss. of Mt. Sinai 

• e-corpus (UCL; Website under maintenance) 

– http://www.e-corpus.org/eng/notices/96559-
Microfilms-des-manuscrits-g%C3%A9-orgiens-du-Mt-
Sinai.html  

– http://www.e-
corpus.org/search/search.php?search=search&page=1&
q=g%C3%A9orgien&search=Search  

• dspace.gela.org.ge (Georgian Library Association) 
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Search for “sin”  
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The Sinai Mravaltavi 
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Digitised Microfilm 
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Digital colour images 
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Usability? Reliability? 
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Athos ms. Georg. 8, fol. 264r: 10 / 24 MP 
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Same, excerpt 
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Same, excerpt 
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Same, macro lens image 
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The text 
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??? 



w
w

w
.

c
e

d
i

f
o

r
.

d
e

 

The Georgian Alphabet 
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I II III IV 

1 Ⴀ 10 Ⴈ 100 Ⴐ 1000 Ⴙ 

2 Ⴁ 20 Ⴉ 200 Ⴑ 2000 Ⴚ 

3 Ⴂ 30 Ⴊ 300 Ⴒ 3000 Ⴛ 

4 Ⴃ 40 Ⴋ 400 Ⴣ 4000 Ⴜ 

5 Ⴄ 50 Ⴌ 500 Ⴔ 5000 Ⴝ 

6 Ⴅ 60 Ⴢ 600 Ⴕ 6000 Ⴞ 

7 Ⴆ 70 Ⴍ 700 Ⴖ 7000 Ⴤ 

8 Ⴡ 80 Ⴎ 800 Ⴗ 8000 Ⴟ 

9 Ⴇ 90 Ⴏ 900 Ⴘ 9000 Ⴠ 
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The Georgian Secret Alphabet 
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I →  IV II → III III → II IV → I 

1 Ⴀ Ⴙ 10 Ⴈ Ⴐ 100 Ⴐ Ⴈ 1000 Ⴙ Ⴀ 

2 Ⴁ Ⴚ 20 Ⴉ Ⴑ 200 Ⴑ Ⴉ 2000 Ⴚ Ⴁ 

3 Ⴂ Ⴛ 30 Ⴊ Ⴒ 300 Ⴒ Ⴊ 3000 Ⴛ Ⴂ 

4 Ⴃ Ⴜ 40 Ⴋ Ⴣ 400 Ⴣ Ⴋ 4000 Ⴜ Ⴃ 

5 Ⴄ Ⴝ 50 Ⴌ Ⴔ 500 Ⴔ Ⴌ 5000 Ⴝ Ⴄ 

6 Ⴅ Ⴞ 60 Ⴢ Ⴕ 600 Ⴕ Ⴢ 6000 Ⴞ Ⴅ 

7 Ⴆ Ⴤ 70 Ⴍ Ⴖ 700 Ⴖ Ⴍ 7000 Ⴤ Ⴆ 

8 Ⴡ Ⴟ 80 Ⴎ Ⴗ 800 Ⴗ Ⴎ 8000 Ⴟ Ⴡ 

9 Ⴇ Ⴠ 90 Ⴏ Ⴘ 900 Ⴘ Ⴏ 9000 Ⴠ Ⴇ 
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The text 
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“Albanian” Palimpsest: Lectionary 

(Sin.georg. N 13, 4v: 2.Petr. 1 / Jac. 1) 
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Same, after photographic editing 
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“Albanian” Palimpsest: Evangeliary 

(Sin.georg. N 13, 31r-24v: Jo. 16,6-15) 
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Edition: Image, Transliteration, Apparatus 
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Transliteration indicating levels of 

certainty 
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Multispectral imaging 

 Digital colour image (Cod. Vind. georg. 2) 
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Multispectral imaging 

 Ultraviolet image 
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Multispectral imaging 

 Violet image (440 nm) 
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Multispectral imaging 

 Yellow image (580 nm) 
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Multispectral imaging 

 Both images “substracted” 



w
w

w
.

c
e

d
i

f
o

r
.

d
e

 

Multispectral imaging 

 Both images “divided” 
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Hopeless cases? 
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Hopeless cases? 
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New developments 

 The Sinai Palimpsests Project 
ohttp://www.sinaipalimpsests.org/technologies 

• Special reflectance 

• Fluorescence 

• Raking illumination 

• Transmissive imaging 

ohas increased the readability of “hopeless” cases by 
about 25% 

omakes second edition necessary ... 
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Online editions? 

 Requirements 

• all available images must be accessible online 

• every single letter must be linked with image that 
shows it best 

 Realisable? 

 Affordable? 
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