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What are we  

talking about? 

What is a Scholarly Digital Edition? 

 

1. What is a Scholarly Edition? 

2. What is a Scholarly Digital Edition? 

3. SDE vs. DSE? 
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What is  

a Scholarly Edition? 

Definition? 

 

• goal: cover all kinds of editions 

• result: “a scholarly edition is the critical 

representation of historical documents” 

• … four argument places left open … 
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What is a Scholarly 

Digital Edition? 

• a scholarly digital edition follows a digital 

paradigm 

• test: can it be printed without a major loss of 

content or functionality? 

• slogan: a digitized edition is not a digital edition! 
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Aspects of a Scholarly 

Digital Edition 

• goals 

• contents 

• hypertextuality, linkage, boundaries 

• product vs process 

• content vs media 
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Contents of an 

edition? 

• setting boundaries:  

• define the subject of the edition 

• text vs context 

• blurring boundaries:  

• linkage & integration 

• edition vs. archive 
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At the heart of the 

edition: the text 

“What is text? I am not so naïve as to imagine that 

question could ever be finally settled. Asking such a 

question is like asking ‘How long is the coast of 

England?’.”(J. McGann) 

 

“Text is what you look at. And how you look at it.” 

(P. Sahle) 
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Modelling the text 

• text (in the edition) as represention of 

documents / texts 

• two kinds of people 

• platonic notion 

• materialistic  notion 

• looking into two directions 

• backward: document analysis, document model 

• forward: forms of presentation 
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Text (as representation of text) as 

spectrum 
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 a pluralistic notion of text 
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text as idea, intention, meaning, semantics, sense, content 

text as linguistic 

code, as series of 

words, as speech 

text as document: 

physical, material, 

individual 

text as a visual object, 

as a complex sign 
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 text as a version of ..., as a set of graphs, graphemes, 

glyphs, characters, etc. (... having modes ...) 

text as a work, as 

rhetoric structure 
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What is it good for? 

Locating Technologies 
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What is it good for? 

Understanding transcription 
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What is it good for? 

Describing editions 

 

 

 

http://www.confessio.ie/# 
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What is it good for? 

Describing editions 
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What is it good for? 

Describing editions 
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Book of Armagh 

 

Manuscript 
 descriptions 

Critical text Diplomatic transcription 
(Book of Armagh) 

Facsimiles 

editio princeps  etc. 

White edition 
(work structure) 

Introduction 
External references 

Articles 

Translations 

Commentary 

Bieler’s annotated  

Copy of White’s edition 
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http://kups.ub.uni-koeln.de/5056/
http://kups.ub.uni-koeln.de/5056/
http://kups.ub.uni-koeln.de/5056/
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 modelling a  text 
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basic characters 

special glyphs 

work structure 

genre specific 
structure 

textual criticism 

named entities 

commentary 

facsimile 

layout 

bibliographic description 

metadata on the digital 
representation 

abbreviations/expansions 

corrections 

editorial punctuation 

pre-interpretation for analysis 

material features 

page / column / line breaks 

original punctuaton 

writing zones 
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From representation 

to presentation 

 

 

 

 

• technique: single source principle 

• theory: transmedialization 

• politics: digital, print, hybrid 

• practice: conceptualization, structure, design 

of publication 
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Modelling presentation 

 

 

 

 
• display(s) of text 

• internal & external linkage 

• registers and indices 

• browsing & navigation structures 

• search interface and tools 

• visual metaphors 

• general layout 

• addressability 

• documentation 
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Modelling project and 

workflow 

 

 

 

 
• team, collaboration and roles 

• data modelling 

• where do the basic data come from? 

• transcription, encoding, annotation 

• rights! 

• backend and server infrastructure 

• transformation and processing 

• creation of frontend 

• long term perspective 
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