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survey

1. Models of Reading

2. Reading Traces
Case study: Samuel Beckett’s Library

3. Reading and Writing

4. Exogenetic Digital Editing
Case study: the Beckett Digital Manuscript Project

(BDMP; www.beckettarchive.org)
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1. Models of Reading

• Conversation model

• Communication model 

– cf. Marcel Proust
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2. Reading Traces

• “A’s and B’s” (H.J. Jackson)

– Annotator (‘Anarchist’)

– Bibliophile (‘Bore’)
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2. Reading Traces

• Daniel Ferrer

– ‘marginalists’

– ‘extractors’
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2. Reading Traces:

The Case of S. Beckett

Marginalist

- ‘verbal codes’

- Extensive reading

- intensive reading

- ‘non-verbal codes’

- pencil marks

- dog ears

Extractor
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2. Reading Traces:

The Case of S. Beckett

Marginalist

- ‘verbal codes’

- Extensive reading

- intensive reading

- ‘non-verbal codes’

- pencil marks

- dog ears

- ‘non-marginalia’

Extractor
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3. Reading and 

Writing

exogenesis

- marginalia

- reading notes

endogenesis

- rough drafts

- manuscripts

(copybooks, loose sheets)

- typescripts

- proofs
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3. Reading and 

Writing

exo/endo
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4. Endo+Exogenesis:

Exogenetic Digital Editing
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4. Endo+Exogenesis:

Exogenetic Digital Editing

Beckett, ‘marginalist’

e.g. ‘Kants Werke’ 

(ed. Ernst Cassirer)

>> pencil marks

Beckett, ‘extractor’

e.g. ‘Kants Werke’ 

(ed. Ernst Cassirer)

>> ‘Whoroscope’ Nb.
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Inclusion of 
paralipomena
in synoptic 
sentence view 
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Conclusion

Inclusive approach: endo + exo:

• Endogenesis

– a. document-oriented genetic edition

– b. text-oriented

• Exogenesis

– c. intertext-oriented


