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Background: Issues in digital editing

• Focus moving to technicalities

• Problems of overlapping elements

• Lack of support for group work

• Versioning of documents

• Not welcoming to volunteers

• Lack of local support

• Prescriptive environment

• Project-specific environments



Vision

• End-to-end solution for digital scholarly editing

• Transcription, annotation, publication

• Focus on intellectual content

• Overlapping annotations

• Support remote groups

• Always latest version of document

• No need for extensive training

• No local support required

• Research interest determines tagging

• Single environment

• And:
• Export for book publication

• Develop into VRE



Enter eLaborate

• Vision: Karina Van Dalen-Oskam, Joris van Zundert

• Developed by Ronald Dekker and his team

• Started in 2004

• Originally add-on to CMS

• Platform for correcting OCR

• Transcription environment

• Annotation functionality

• Publication functionality

• Entirely rewritten

• Recently published on Github



Project setup













Adding and editing entries



Creating new emblem























Publication

















eLaborate editions











State of affairs

• Strong points

• single-witness texts, no complex additions and deletions

• collaborative editing process

• Support for transcription to publication  

• Ingest and publication of TEI tagged texts 

• Strategic importance to Huygens ING

• Need for single editing / publication environment remains

• External users:

• Up to now: agreement for hosting projects at Huygens ING

• Installation elsewhere now possible



Future developments

• Roadmap of desirable features

• New functionality to be financed by projects

• Alternative front-ends? 

• Clean separation between back-end and front-end (REST)

• Integration with repository for data-oriented applications

• Development into VRE?

• Integration into TEI universe?

• Finding interested co-developers?



Questions?


