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ÅTEXT 

ÅDOCUMENT 

ÅPROCESS 

The Shelley-Godwin Archive 

http://shelleygodwinarchive.org/ 



Critique Génétique 

ÅFrench literary method, 1970s 

ÅPost-structuralistic concept of text 

ÅExamination of literary manuscripts / drafts 

ÅReconstruction of writing process in the manuscripts of 

the author 

ÅITEM (Institut des textes et manuscrits modernes), Paris, 

Journal "Genesis" 1992ff. 

 

2nd DiXiT Camp 2014, Graz 3 



Genetic Editing and TEI 

ÅTEI Working Group ñGenetic Editionsñ (Special Interest 

Group on ñManuscriptsñ) 

ÅProposal  

Å2011 revision of module 11: ñRepresentation of Primary 

Sourcesñ 

ÅAims: 

ÅTranscription, showing the evolution of the text on the document 

ÅReconstruction of the genesis of a text from different documents 

ÅEditing, i.e. the representation of the genesis of a text in an edition 
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Exercise I 

Make an embedded transcription 

using the core transcriptional 

elements you already heard of, like: 

 

<add>, <addSpan>, <corr>, 

<choice>, <damage>, <del>, 

<delSpan>, <restore>, <gap>, <sic> 

 

But there are some more for tracing 

genetic phenomenaé 

  

Exercise material:  

beckett-1.xml 

beckett-1.jpg 
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Genetic Editing 

ÅDocument Encoding 

Åtopographical view on the facsimile 

Å<surface>, <zone>, <line> 

ÅTranscription Enhancement 

ÅEnhanced elements for microstuctural, genetic phenomena 

Å<mod>, <metamark>, <retrace>, <redo>, <undo>, @instant 

Å<transpose>, <transposeGrp> 

Å<alt> 

ÅGenetic Encoding 

ÅWriting process ñrevision historyñ 

Å<listChange>, <change> 

Å@change 

 

2nd DiXiT Camp 2014, Graz 6 



What are we dealing with? 
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A visual perception 

<graphic> 

A document 

<sourceDoc> 

Signs on a document (semiotic level) 

<c>s</c><c>o</c><c>o</c><c>n</c> 

Writing activity 

<mod rend="strikethrough">soon</mod> 

<mod rend="interlinear">shortly</mod> 

Writing activity: intentional interpretation 

<subst><del>soon</del><add>shortly</add></subst> 

Writing activity: process 

<mod type="subst" change="#stage1"><del>soon</del> 

<add>shortly</add></mod> 



Source-oriented transcription elements 

<mod> generic tag for marking any kind of 

modification in the document, without 

attributing a specific function to it 

<metamark> any kind of written mark intended to 

determine how the document should be read 

<retrace> writing which has been rewritten or otherwise 

fixed 

<undo>, <redo> written modifications which have been 

reversed or reinstated 

<transpose>, <transposeGrp> transposed sequences 
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Generic Modification <mod> 

The <mod> element represents any kind of modification 

identified within a text at a documentary level. There is no 

further interpretation of the function or intention of the 

passage.  

 @type to categorize the type of the attribute 

 @rend visual aspects of the appearance 

 @spanTo when modifications extends across the 

  boundaries of some other XML element 
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Example: <mod> 
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<line>Came and took it in turns to read to him. Or made it up. Came         

 <mod rend=ñstrikethrough" spanTo="#X1"/> 

 <mod rend="underline">every</mod></line> 

<line>nights<anchor xml:id=ñX1"/> and took it in turnsé</line> 

<mod type="subst"> 

   <add>soon</add> 

   <del>shortly</del> 

</mod> 



Metamarks <metamark> 

The <metamark> element annotates marks such as 

numbers, arrows, crosses or other symbols, indicating how 

the text is to be read. These symbols are a kind of 

metatext, rather than forming part of the text.   

 @function specifies the function of the metamark 

 (e.g. status, insertion, deletion, transposition, used) 

 @target identifies one or more elements to which 

 the function indicated by the metamark applies 
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Example: <metamark> 
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<surface> 

    <metamark function="used" rend="line" 

target="#X2"/> 

    <zone xml:id="X2"> 

        <line>I am that halfgrown <add>angry</add> 

            boy, fallen asleep</line> 

        <line>The tears of foolish passion yet 

            undried</line> 

        <line>upon my cheeks.</line> 

        <!-- ... --> 

        <line>I pass through <add>the</add> travels 

            and <del>fortunes</del> of 

            <retrace>thirty</retrace> 

        </line> 

        <!-- ... --> 

    </zone> 

    <metamark function="used" target="#X2"> 

            Entered - Yes</metamark> 

</surface> 

 


