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Criteria for Reviewing 

Scholarly Digital Editions 
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… in English 
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RIDE 

A Review Journal for Scholarly 

Digital Editions and Ressources 
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RIDE questionaire 
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Evaluating 

Digital Editions 

• General introduction 

• Presentation & discussion of evaluation 

criteria 

• Excercise: Questionaire 

• Discussion of results 
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Criteria for Reviewing 

Scholarly Digital Editions 

• Kriterienkatalog (German): 
http://www.i-d-e.de/aktivitaeten/reviews/kriterien-version-1 

• English draft version: 

•  hand-out / PDF 

•  on Google Drive: 
https://docs.google.com/...    

• RIDE questionaire (test version): 
http://ride... 
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Criteria for Reviewing 

Scholarly Digital Editions 

0. Preliminary remarks 

1. Opening the review 

2. Subject and content of the edition 

3. Aims and methods 

4. Publication and presentation 

5. Conclusion 
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Preliminaries: Scope 

Criteria for evaluating: 

• scholarly editions following a methodology determined by a digital 

paradigm 

• a variety of documents and the variety of academic schools in 

scholarly editing 

 

based on: 

• established methods of the print-era 

• new digital methodologies 

 

contributing to ongoing methodological discussions: 

• requirements 

• best practices 

 



Medieval & Modern Manuscript Studies in the Digital Age 

 

Further preliminaries 

• general & specific criteria 

• editorial preferences 

• parameters: 
– goals & resources 

– content & functionalities 

– process & time of publication 

• reviewer‘s background 
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1. Opening the review 

• Bibliographic identifcation: 

– title, editor, institutions, date, version, address 

etc. 

• General introduction & parameters: 

– context 

– discipline, related projects & editions, field of 

research 

– dates, resources, responsibilities 

• Accessiblity of this information  
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2. Subject and content 

of the edition 

• Selection: What & why? 

• Achievements: What’s old, what’s new? 

• Content: What’s there, what’s missing? 
e.g. images, transcriptions, full texts, comments, context material, 

bibliography etc. 
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3. Aims and methods 

… documented? explicitly stated? self-evident? 

 

• Scholarly objectives 

• Mission statement, label, target audience 

• Editorial methodology 

• Textual criticism applied on transcriptions, 

editorial texts and documents 

• Data: model, formats, standards 
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4. Publication and 

presentation 

• Technical infrastructure 

• Interface & usability 

• Accessing the content: 

browse  & search & indices &c. 

• Quality of the presentation: 

facsimiles, transcription, edited text, commentary etc. 

• Description & interlinkage of constituent parts or external resources 

• Can content be clearly referrenced? 

On what level? – Citation guidelines? 

               … 
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4. Publication and 

presentation 

 … 

• Interfaces to allow the reuse of the data in other contexts? 

• Spin offs and export formats 

• Basic/raw data (e.g. in XML) 

• Rights and licenses 

• Additional features 

• Auxiliary material/texts: 

Introduction, documentation, help, etc. 

• Long term use and preservation 
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5. Conclusion 

• Aims and achievements 

• Scholarly requirements fulfilled? 

• Contribution to scholarship 

• Particularities and innovative aspects 
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Exercise 

Apply RIDE questionaire on 

• either Petrus Plaoul edition: 
http://petrusplaoul.org/ 

• or William Godwin's Diary edition 
http://godwindiary.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/index2.html 
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Assignment for 

DiXiT fellows 

Create a review on a digital scholarly edition of your choice 

• for publication in RIDE, issue 2 

• some suggestions: 
http://ride...  

• discuss with supervisor 

• guidelines: http://ride... 

• 2000-5000 words 

• submission deadline: 31 July 2014 

• peer review 

 

… other MMSDA participants are also welcome! 

 


